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The Taipei County Hakka Museum has always tirelessly expended much effort on the promotion of Hakka culture. Apart from
presenting the local and authentic characteristics of the culture, the institution’ s goals include also helping the audience
better understanding Hakka culture and Hakka people with the end result of generating acceptance and appreciation of multicul-—

turalism.

Since the opening of the Museum last year, many Hakka artists have been invited to hold many sorts of exhibitions here.
They bear the burden of fostering the learning and knowing of Hakka culture. The pertinent facilities available at the Museum

have also greatly aided such objectives as it provided the presentation of Hakka culture with a perfect stage platform. The



preservation and usage of Hakka cultural resources have been made possible, allowing us to truly fulfill the Museum’ s dreams

and its vision.

This time, internationally celebrated Hakka photographer Mr. Lee Song-maw has been invited to hold “Poetry in Photography
—Solo Exhibition by Lee Song—maw” . He will be setting up on display his brilliant works within our Museum space. The photo—
graphs of Mr. Lee give the viewer a first, lucid impression of the combination black, white and grey. There isn’ t a stark con—
trast between colours—the shades are simple and clear—cut yet neither cold nor distant. The Taiwan series focuses on the con—
cept of native soil, the landscape composed of mountains and water and the feeling of home and the profound impact it releases.
The China series depicts scenery from Huangshan and Guilin, journeys that the photographer made himself. He took his camera and
captured the sky and the earth, leading the viewer into a virtual landscape painting. The composition and the spirit of his

photography aptly convey the beautiful poetry in his imagery.

For the lofty cause of supporting and endorsing photography as well as smoothing the diplomatic and artistic relations
between the two coasts, Mr. Lee has always worked hard. He generously passes on his photographic experiences by instructing
students, teaching them the relevant techniques, skills and theories. He meticulously infects photography lovers with his
intense passion and relentless determination, typical to Hakka people, inspiring us all with his devotion. This exhibition will
bring together the fruits from his many years of labour—contributions that have immeasurably enriched the realm of art. Allow

me to express my most sincere gratitude with these humble words of introduction.

J A Apns, (Ko
Director, Cultural Affairs Bureau of Taipei County Government ﬂv7159




[ &

B E TV EIBRERE LK » REFEEEEFR L - BEE TR > AR SRR SRS E) /710 - AR NEER ) > R A
BRI - EIRRBR S /6 o fEHENER D - ARG T REFFCULEENAIEROFYE » S URE R A 8 1S
EHRSCEER i » R EEMEER -

SEREBGE A e PR TR — IR ) - S RART A F RS B0 A R T BB B o AT
ARG RIS E R AN > SRR - SRR HH A RTIOE > SRR AT R MBI © 2R R R RHRRY KRTSE
L1 > FERFE R Bl SESRERR AR STl P LK ~ R E (RS L RS W EEE TR0 -

EESAE  SEBAIHREEBRESR B E R R o AR L ORRTR RS - SRS LR Y R I @ T TRSRER) Al
RBEIER > KEEDFHEERIEARERS » EhthEs TEASRERER - MEXRERATEN - WS AMRECI -

PE A
SRR ?é\ﬁ f{

Museum Director’ s Word

Ever since the establishment of the Taipei County Hakka Museum, we have abode by our founding principles of disseminating
and realizing the values embedded in the Hakka culture. Performances and activities were held on such basis and we have spared
nothing in these pursuits. We are glad that Taipei County Hakka Museum has already received much approval and recognition for
the work it has done within the last year. And during the processes of our efforts, we realize the emergency and importance of
our responsibility to preserve the Hakka heritage. It is a meaningful mission that we are delighted to undertake—to spread

the culture and reinvigorate its influence.

This time, Mr. Lee Song-maw were specially invited to hold “Poetry in Photography—Solo Exhibition by Lee Song-maw” at



the Museum in recognition of the distinguished Hakka artist’ s outstanding artistic achievement. As a seasoned eminent photog—
rapher, Lee shows great wisdom and lambent humor in conversation. Lee was the apprentice of Long Chin—san, master of black—
and-white photography. Their work is likened to traditional Chinese landscape paintings or splashed ink paintings. The life,

the spirit, and the energy condensed in the photographs always arouse the passion of the viewers.

Lee has held numerous solo exhibitions of his black—and-white photographs locally and internationally. He also collaborat—
ed with Long Chin—san in other exhibitions. Recently, he has been awarded a prize for his excellent achievements as a photog—
rapher by the Photographer’ s Association Worldwide. This exhibition will be divided into two sections, one of which is the
Taiwan series and the other the China series. Award-winning photographs will also be included and displayed. 1 am convinced

that the exhibition will receive raving reviews.

Director, Taipei County Hakka Museum #/Sfen.-OAg]’[' DZQL
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Photographer’ s Word

1 grew up in a Hakka village in Miao—-1i in the 1930s. My family was poor, but my life was not barren. At school, I used to wander on the playground, took a
long bamboo rod and drew all over the place. I didn’ t have the money to buy brushes for myself, so I cut up bamboo stalks and pestled it with rocks. With the
pointy ends, I could practice writing. These childhood memories are indelibly imprinted in my mind. As the years went by, my affection for Nature grew stronger and

stronger—the fields, the mountains, the forests and the water. The happiness and contentment couldn’ t illustrated merely with brushes and ink.

6




In August, 1973, [ attended a year—long photography class offered by China Television Company, Ltd. During the course, I was exposed to
the actual act of photography, the developmental procedures that occur in the darkroom---all that I’ ve seen and heard has entirely ensnared my atten—
tion and has ignited a passion for black-and-white photography. In May, 1974, I had the fortune to dine with the master Lang Ching—shan. He was 83
years old then. That very exchange of opinions not only granted me an incredible amount of encouragement, but under his guidance and direction, 1 seem
to have found my philosophy and method behind learning the art of photography. Black—and-white photography will always serve as the foundation of any

style, form or approach of photography—these are his words of wisdom that I will never forget.

Originating from black and white negatives, the rendering of black-and-white photography can be described as the manipulation of the three
major gradations of black, white and grey. The areas delineated by the colour white are infused with an aesthetic of open space, decked with subtle
undercurrents of pattern. Black is a kind of imagery, a realm that generates emptiness as well as mystery. How one exploits the colour grey is the
main matter behind the art form. The shade of grey imparts a beautiful softness that many other colours lack. Trapped in the colour grey are myriad
degrees of chromatic variation. They offer a picture a natural sense of stratification. As the shades of grey build up, the pictorial spirit becomes

more elegant and expression grows more refined, much like a splashed ink painting.

As an artist in the photographic arts, I extract from my experiences cumulated over the years and use an approach that is unique to me
myself. The capturing of the lighting, the composition of the imagery, the timing of the aperture as well as the darkroom skills are all components of
the boundless world that is photography. The presentation of a picture is tightly connected with the identity of the photographer. Furthermore, the
subtleties and insinuations that are hidden in the shades of grey within black-and-white photography are something that colour photography will never
possess.

Last but not least, allow me to thank the Taipei County Hakka Museum for their kind invitation. I am delighted to be able to offer my
services to the cause of promoting Hakka culture. My experiences are finite, but I will try my best to offer my limited knowledge to those who need
guidance and direction. I will give, I will help, I will make it my sole objective to nurture and inspire more talented youths into success and matu—

rity. The printing of this publication is only an insigpificant effort on my part, but I hope that it will contribute to the development of black—and—

white photography. The book was composed in somewhat of a haste, should there be some mistakes or inaccuracies, I welcome all suggestions and amend—

Photographer §ﬁ/ W - L&V

ments, thank you very much.
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